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H E Firſt Part of the Lay-man's Rekgion 
ſpeaks it ſelf to be neither deſigned , nor 
compoſed after the Method uſed by our Ad- 
verſaries, with a Veil over our own, the 
better to diſcover other Mens Sins and In- 
firmities ; but from the Standard of the Go- 
Bt, Leginning at home, with an impartial judging of our | 
ſives, thereby to leave no room for a partial Scrutiny of our 
Enemies ; who are too apt to cenſure, and expoſe our Religion, 
wWaccording to Truth, but by the vicious Lives of its Pro- 
feſors : But bleſſed be God, we have the advantage of them 
rein for our Eſtabliſhed Religion ( like its own Original, ) 
meds nothing to ſet it off, but good Living, 


This Second Part is deſigned for Healing, not to make our 
Wounds Bleed freſh; to diſcover the true Cauſe of our former 
lulamities, and our preſent Miſeries, in order to our-Care, 
ad to prevent the like diſmal Effets from the ſame Cauſe, 
Ir the time-t0 Come. 
| 4d certainly, every man that ſhall ſoberly aud imparti- 
'"*P) read the following Lines, will be apt to conclude it im- 
Pſible for any of thoſe Men, who above forty years ſince, were 
F'4ing Poſt 7nto a Common-wealth, when they ſhall reflect 
Fn the dreadful Conſequence , and bloody Tragedy that fol 
wed their Attempts therein, ( though proſecuted under a 

| A 2 Diſznije 


To the Reader. 
Diſguiſe of the greateſt Zeal for Reformation,) ſhould ex 
again be ſo affetted with the thinneſs of Popular Breath, ay 
endeavour to Leaven a City and Kingdom with the ſame Prin. 
ciples again, unleſs they reſolve beforehand, like Samſon, 1 
ſacrifice themſelves inthe Ruine of ſuch a Babel-SuperſtruQure 
upon the Foundation of Monarchy. : 

Liberty of Conſcience is a Chriſtian's Birth-right , whe, 
bounded by the Royal Law of its Founder ; but they are 
true Diſciples of the Bleſſed Redeemer, that under that wn 
brage, do ſeek Dominion in the World. 7t wif be far mn 
for the Honour, Intereſt, aud Safety of ſuch Men #0 improy 
their Parts aud Talents to reform our Manners, ard to (x 
cure and credit our Religion Eſtabliſhed, as good Pillars j 
our Church and Government ; without which they cannot ſup 
port a Crowned Head, And if they do not ſupport, they nil 
undermine it ; for ſuch ative Spirits, as through all on 
Changes, have been Naturalized in State-Policy, ( eſpeciah 
when in high Stations, ) can never content themſelves withi 
bare Neutrality ; but will ſoon prove either Saints with long 
Arms, or Devils. with long Horns. - Aud happy were it ju 
this Kingdom,if we had many ſuch Profelytes , for that ſuch 
Change in the moſt virulent, (from a through Convict 
their Error , ) may prove the beſt Security, where the Si 
and the Reformation are equally conſpicuous ; that we mi 
with the greater Confidence rely on their Sincerity; whithi 
the right way of cenſuring, according to the Divine Methil 
to diſtinguiſh the Tree by its Fruit, God grant we may, 
both High and Low, ſtrive to bear ſuch Fruit in Sinceri!), 
Piety, Righteouſneſs aud Sobriety, as may Credit our Rel 
gion, aud become thoſe that bear the Name of Chriſtians. 


The SECOND PART 


Lay-Mans Religion : 


Brief Account of the Happy Union among Proteſtants | 
in this Kingdom, from the firſt time of the Refar- 
mation ; e/pecially aurmg the Forty four years Reign 
of Queen Elizaberh, in Harmony of Divine Wor 
ſhip, . without any other Diſcipline, Way. of Wor- 
ſhip, or Teacher , but according to what was Eſta- 
bliſhed and Setled among 1s by the Holy Martyrs, 
and Founders of it ; pi. alſo of the firſt Cauſe of 
Separation from our National Communion ; and 
how the Congregational Way was jſt irroluced 
mto this Kingdom. 


ET i ol known to all that are acquainted: with the Hiſtory: 

' of our latter Years, what a happy Union there was among. 
Proteftants in this Kingdom, in the practice of Piety, Sobricty, 

and righteous dealing, from the firſt time of the Reformation; 
elpecially during the whole Forty four Years Reign of Queen Eli-- 
aabetk,, 


F 


| ſuite, was Ut 


2 The Lay-man's Religion. 


'  ® See the Fa- zabeth , notwithſtanding all Endeavours of * Popiſh Emiſſaries 
mous Memo- who, appearing as Proteſtants, in diſguiſe went up and down, la. 


rial of Den- hoyring with all Subtilty and Malice, ( when they perceived their 
| and4"4 Thundering Bulls ineffectual to hinder the Reformation, ) ſecretly 
nice, ſent to 10 poylon the People with ſtrange Doctrines and Opinions, IN Or- 
Q. Eliz. der to divide them, and to draw them into a Separation from the 
The Hiſtory National C6hmanion; fo as to alienate Proteſtant - Subjects in their 
of Faithful ations from their tawful Sovereign, and to ſecure the Paps/ts in 
mum their blind Oedience to the See of Rome 3 which occaſioned thoſe Pe. | 
Friar, which nal Statutes to be made only againſt Recuſants 3 for that all Dif 
plainly mani- enters then went under that denomination, as being deemed either 
feits who be- Papiſts, or ſeduced by Popiſh Prieſts 10. Maſquerade ; which rather 
gan the open 1; mated and encouraged the Proteſtants in general, to Union among 
| - anger themſelves; who, in their ſeveral Pariſhes and PrecinCts joyfully 


Church of and conſtantly ( as one Soul) aſſembled and met together at their 


o 


England. He ſet Time, by the Church appointed, "to*celebrate Divine Service, as 


| deganit 1557. well ſatisfied it was moſt acceptable to God, without any other 


a year before Diſcipline or Way of Worſhip, but what had been ſo ſetled among. 


+ 26% ge them by thoſe Pious and Learned Founders of the Reformed (and 


Benſin, the our Eſtabliſhed) Religion, who carried their own Faggots, ( rot 
firſt Prote- loving their Lives even unto death ,) to bear their Teſtimony for 


DS 


ſtant Diſſen- jt, ) 


ters, ( who as 


they were | | way X -' | a 
3 ts hy And as none darequeſtion their Capacities and Qualifications for 


well be ftiteg fo ſacred aWork ; ſo it isapparent by the Work it ſelf, what care 
Popiſh Preſe- they took to Adapt our Prayers, and the whole Form of our Litar- 
/ytes, ) made gy, as it is compoſed of. brief, plain, eaſie, and comprehenſive Ex- . 
any Fo nrgpri preſlions,. beſt becomipg us in our humble Addreſſes to God, ( who 

deter ky knows all our Wants ( before we pray ) better than we canex- 
England. This Prefs them, and is more ready to give, than we.can be to ask; ) 
Dominican eſpecially as they are drawnfrom the Sacred Fountain of the Holy 
Friar was de- Scriptures, ( wherein they retained nothing of what the PapiFs 
ENG tx uſed, but what the Papiſts themſelves received from the Primitive 
Qu Eliz. in Chriſtians, ) fo as to ſuit the whole Service tothe meanelt capacity, 
Council. as well-as the learned and moſt knowing ; that all: might -har- 
Thenext Year monioulſly keep pace in their pubiick Devotion, with Un- 
Heath, a Je- derſtanding , and a clear Apprehenfion of their Duty therein. 


icovered at 
Rocheſter. In the Year 1583. Summers was detected at Glouceſter. The next Year after, one Harper : 
at Norwich: Miuny more might be named. ; $3 

Whoever detires farther fatisfaCtion, let him read the Account which: Biſhop Br ambal gave while 
he was in France, .to Arch-Biſhop V/her, That in the Year 1646. by order from Roe, above at 
laindred of the Ranſh Clergy were ſent into England f0r thoſe very ends and purpoſes, © © 


TS 


The Lay-man's RAigion: 
\.. Soitis moſt plain and evident to every unbyaſſed Mind, that po 
reof our Worſhip, fo eſtabliſhed, doth inthe; leaſt ſavour of, lþo- 
atty-or Superſtition 3 as hath beenacknowledged by many Learned 
and: Reverend Nonconformifts, who, for their fatisfaQupn therein, 
had carefully examined and looked into it 5. neither -was it ever 
charged or arraigned fo to be, but by ſack deſigning Enemies in pry- 


| vate, who well:knew the contrary, or openly by-4pch 1gnorant and 


utlearned ' Perſons: (impoſed vpon by them,) as ovtot Pride and 
Self-conceipr, (wedded to their own way,). were ſo prepoſlaticd 
with prejudice againlt jt ,aswilfully to:{hur their Eyes,reſolving, be- 
forchand never'to-enquire 4nto- ir; or to have a better 'Opinian 
of 1t. ) 2; 471 

And as none can-deny but our National Church was then ble{[ed 
and furniſhed with a great number of Pions, Learned, and Paintyl 
Preachers, whoſe Gifts and Parts wereno way inferior-to the moſt 
eloquent Orators-among our Diſlenting Clergy,,and equally ,capar 


ble (with"the-beft” of -them ) afextemporary .Prayer z -yetithey 


all from Spirit; of -Mecknelſs, and*humble Condeſcenhfon, judged 
it their-duty :conftamlg no; joyn indervent Devation.with .the Peo- 


ple, inthe Publick Service:of the:Church; as well-knowing that to- 


be-the only Means 'to keep up a venerable Awe of the Majeſty of 
God-in the Minds-of-the' Vulgar , thereby. to ;increaſe Ghriltian 


 Chatity,' and preſeryeUnion-in the-whole Kingdom. + - 


By which' means that happy 'Queen fo long, reigned-in. Peqce at 
home, inthe Hearts of all ber Subjefts;ro-the Terror of ail her; tc- 


_ Teign'Enemies.” And our Church became |the;Envy of Rowe, aud 


the alone'SanCtuary for all diſtre{fedPrateſtants abroad. 

But the reſtleſs Jeſuit (to whom weowe; all theſe unhappy Di- 
viſtons.of the preſent &ge) was always (plotting, and ,undermuning,. 
and ſcattering; bisSeed of Sedition and Treafoncin ſecret (though 
Rill in vain) +(e1N aboutthelatter;end of the: Reign-of King James |. 


, When our long! continued Peace and 'Plenty: Degan+tD melt - US: down: 


into Softneſs *and Luxury, ( the: fatal Deſtiny; of the molt. flou- 
Tiſhing Kingdoms: in all: Ages, ;): whea thoſe;Emiſſaries: of Rome, by 
their infernal Agents, inſinuated 'themſelves-into the Families of 
'Great' Men, with/their pleaſing Bazts of Indulgence, ( which our 
holy Religion®abhors;) and by degrees ſo corrypted -our, Cong- 
"els: as: to procure from! oun Temporal, Rulers in- Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts a Toleratidn' of ' Sports on the Lord's Day, and a Diſpenſation 
+ other Matters, which our Diſcipline eſtabliſhed exprelly. con- 
emns, 

And this gave Opportunity to our Enemies, to improve their 
wicked Deſigns of ſeparating.and- dividing, to undermige and ge- 
roy the pureſt ard beſt eſtabliſhed Religion and ect re In oe 
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The Lay-man's Religion. 
World; firſt by ſecret Inſinuations, to infuſe ſcruples into the Minds 
of honeſt and well-meaning Perſons of our Communion; and by 
degrees, induſtriouſly labourivg from thence to create; in them an 
ll Opinionof our eſtabliſhed Religion, as if it countenanced, or al. 
lowed of what had been thus ated, and publiſhed by the ſecular 


Power. 
About this time , many reverend Clergy-Men, and particularly 


Mr. Bridge & Mr.Ward, as alſo divers Lay-Members of our Commy. 


nion, who before that,were all fo well ſatisfied with the Purity of 
our Doctrine and Diſcipline eſtabliſhed,that (doubtleſs)had they had 
a lawful Call, they would willingly (after the Example of thoſe bo- 
ly Martyrs that founded and ſettled it) have facrificed their Lives 
for its Preſervation; yet upon account of theſe great Offences, gi- 
ven and continued by the ſecular Power, (ſo influenc'd by Popiſh 
Agents)—and for no other Cauſe, they afterwards about the mid- 


dle of the Reign of King CharlesI. left the Kingdom, . tranſplanting. 


themſelves into Parts beyond the Seas; where, rather than turn Ly. 
therans or Calviniſts, (the ſettled Religion there,) they choſe to ſet 
upa Diſcipline (as they endeavoured it) from the very Letter of 
the Goſpel, Independent of any Superior. 


Who afterwards returning into Ezgland about the year 1641. 


when they had for ſeveral years taſted the Sweetneſs and Adyaps 
tage of Sovereign CondudCt of Souls , each nzdependent ( in his pecu- 
liar Province, thereby to have the/greater influence in; temporal: Af- 

fairs, '(the mot prevailing Bait for the greateſt Saints,) as we knoy 
whoſe Ambition it is (Fare Divino) to be at the Helm of Govern- 
ment, both in Church and State, ) introduced the Congregational 
Way into this Kingdom | 


Upon which the Presbyrerian (who:was then aſcendant in the Go- 


vernment, and no leſs endeavoured to- eſtabliſh and rivet; Precbytery 


with a ſolemn League and Covenant by an-uniforma'wayof Worſhip, 


changing our Zztwrgy into their Dire&ory,- but without liberty, to | 


any other Perſuaſion) vigorouſly oppoſed the Congregational way, 
as that which would notonly open a Door to Libertiſm, but intro- 
duce damnable Doftrines, and give opportunity for falſe Prophets, 
to ſpread dangerous Opinions every where among the People, and 
be a means to ſet up ſubtil (though unlearned) Teacners, and in- 
dulpge ſelf-ſeeking & deſigning Hypocrites, to crcep into all Perſug- 
ſions, to the great ſcandal of the Chriſtian Religion, rendring the 


honeſt and well-meaning Chriſtian a Prey every where; and would 


in the end by dividing Proteſtants, prove only advantageous toour 


Treatiſes, then publiſhed on this Account. 


Common Enemy, the Papiſts, as at large may appear in ſeveral” 


" But 


bk —— —- 
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The Lay-man's Religion. 
But notwithſtanding all Endeavours of the Pane, the In- 
dependent Party prevailing by the Sword, ( for the Majority of Of- 
ficers in the Army were modelled of that Perſuaſion, ) branched 
out into varions Forms and Perſuaſions, according to the Humor 
or Fancy of the Leader or Founder, whether Clergy or Lay-man; 
for the one was equally capable of the Miniſtry,in their way of Or- ' 
dination with -the other. And though they all differ one from 
zhother, - yet they all pretend to draw their Platform from the ſame 
Standard of the Letter of the Goſpel, wreſting the Sence to their 
own way : And how far the Presbyterian was in the right, we need no 
other Evidence than the viſible Effets that then followed, and the 


Gaily ProduCtions of the preſent Age; for though Diſſenters are 


apt ( moſt uncharitably ) to charge our Churck with Superſtitious 
Worſhip 3 yet 1t is moſt certain, they themſelves are more guilty 
of it. And- it is either from worldly Deſign, or for want of 
Knowledge of the Truth, that they ſeparate from Us; otherwiſe 
they would neverlay ſo much ſtreſs onthe outward ſhadow ur Per- 
ſuaſions, as to hazard the Peace of the Kingdom, 'only to exchange 
one Shell of Religion for another:For our Religioh eſteems the moſt 
refined outward way or Perſuafion to be no more than the ſhadow in 
Bivige Worſhip» Neither are we more bigotted or wedded to this 
oor National Way of Worſhip, or more tenacious therein, than 
they at Geneva, or in Holland, *Denmark,,, or other places, (where 
tie Reformed Religion is ſetled beyond the Seas, are for their 
outward, ſetled, and eſtabliſhed Worthipin their own Government z 
which would have been the ſame to Us, as ours would have been 
to them, had ir been ſo ſetled and eſtabliſhed ; the one with them, 
and the other with us, from the beginning of the Reformation , 
which neither Place: will allow to be invaded or altered, unleſs 
by the ſame Supreme Authority whereby it was fo firſt eſtablilned. 

Andit is molt plain;that although the Goſpel be fitent, as to pre- 
ſcribing any External Mode or Geſture in Divine Worſhip; yet in 
the Congregational Way, they lay more Streſs in Sitting, -and the 
manner of receiving the Sacrament , &c. than the: DeCtrine and 
Diſcipline of our Church doth; which places no more in that, or 
ay other Geſture, Rite, or Ceremony, than Decency and Order 
ſuch: holy Services do require; eſteeming{as I have ſaid) the moſt 
teined,; but as the Cruſt and Shadow of Religion ; and our whole 
form of Diſcipline to be and contain no more of Subſtance, than 
$2 plain and intelligible Means, whereby the Youth and lgnorant 


| Way beinſtructed gradually in their Chriſtian Duty ; and as that, 


fhereiothe moſt Learned, and leaſt knowing may all joyn with 
underſtanding in Publick. Prayer and Praiſe; as the alone Medium 


of Union among our ſelves ; which every Mind. righyly ſw, 
*7Y | B an 


The Lay-mian's Religion, 
and well difpoſed towards God, apd Many will: without- any danhe 
or ſcruple allow to be true.” And/iis only: the. Ignorant, andſuc 
3s by the malice of, deſigning and ſubxzþ Adyerſaries ore prepoſieſſay 
with prejudice againft-it, and dd wilfully ſhut their Eyes, ſo 
not to know and underſtand better , that can or. dare -t0. de. 
nBY If, | } v1 FÞ: ct 
"Boer it was the Subtilty of the Church of., Rowe, when they found 
all their T bundrivg Artillery iveffeCtuel to; hinger the Reformati. 
on, even thento make ita part of their Inſtruction to their Miſe 
naries , whom: they ſent abroad \in diſguile, £01: preach up, and 
maintain in every Ceuntrey, a Contrary Diſcipline to what: they 
found there eſtabliſhed z as, Calviniſm among the Latherans ; ani 
the Diſcipline of Luther among the Calvinijis, and both of then 
here in England, as the only Means to create Niceties and Scrupls 
in the Minds, of the People, in Matzers circumitantial, (ag all extes 
nal Dilcipline ought to. be ;eſteemed;) that by, laying more Strk 
than Decency and: Order .do-require in the. Shadow , they might 
cauſe diviſion, fo, as «t laſt to ſeparate from the pure Doctrineelſts 
blilhed in our National Church, which is the Vital Snbſtance.. 4 
Bat on the cther fide, it is true, and cannot be denied, though 
1K be matter of great Lamentation 3 and ( as-1 have already ſaid} 
is the Caſe of the Goſpel it felf z that notwithſtanding the Religion 
be moſt pure and uncorrupt, yetailooſeand icandalous Clergy my 
ſoon cauſe vicious and formal.Profeſſors,w ho will be apt to takews 
cation-frojm ſuch a Separation into various forms and modes of war 
ſhip, to divert themſelves at firſt with the Novelty of #,and.torm 
trom one placeto another, (as it were) to take a view of all; but re 
ſolve to ſettle no where; and from thence tbey grow-cool in Deve 
tion, beginnirg atfirſt to have.alight eſteem-of the Publick Wor. 
ſhip, andro neglett Family-Duties, till at length (from am indi 
terency in their Judgment, which way to take, ) they totally: neg 
it, and afterwards ( falling into a vicious Courſe of -Living) 
are apt to icofF at, and deride all Religion 1n general, and beceme 
downright Debauchees, and practical Atheiſts, wholly declining 
both publick Ordinances and private Devotion; which are theo 
ly Fewel to keep alive our fervent Zeal and Delight.in the-Sermi 
of God, and to maintain Chriſtian Charity. and Unity among or 
klves., ; | NF 
And from thence the induſtrious. Je/aire and whiſpering 50 
will be ſure (in aſecret, fly, and ſubtil manner): to improve 
theſe Evils to their own advantage, by drawing the moſt harmleh, 
znnocent, and well-meaning perſons into an ill opinion : of ourBſ# 
bliſhed Religion, and a prejudice againſt it. as-if jt were defedtilh | 
or impertect, or did. countenance, or. allow ſuch 
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The Lay*man's Religion, 
yice in ſuctv: looſe Clergy and Members, whereby they gradually 
incline them to a feparation from-it, into their own private Congre- 
gation, as into 2 purer Ark of Salvation, wherein they ſhgll have a 

r ſhare of Saints Prayers, which is. ( at beſt )- but to change 
one outward Shell of Religion for another, unleſs they could make 


_ every private Congregation a diminutive Church of Rome, a Ca- 


tholick, or Univerſal Treaſury of Prayers and Merits : By which 
means many Thouſands have been ſeduced, and ſeparated from 
our Communion 3 though they all agree, and none can deny itto be 


- the beſt reformed, and pureſt: eſtabliſhed Religion, both for Do- 


Qrine and Diſcipline, in the whole World: As it is a: Communion 
above all others, adapted according to the Standard: of the Holy 
Scriptures, for Uniformity in Worſhip through a whole Kingdom, 
andas its peculiar Ornament, (fo-long 2s it continued unmixt or 
blended with | any other Diſciplines, or Teachers, to:corrupt its 
Members with Sedition or Treaſon, ) was not-only the. beſt, but 
the alone Support of Monarchy, and ſureſt Bulwark againſt - Pope- 
ry.3 as that glorious and happy 44 years Reign of the Bleſſed Queen 
Elizabeth may evidence (more than-a Million of Witneſles) tor it. 
And when once the Subjects are, from ſuch Offences of our 
Clergy or Laity , by ſubtilty of our Adverſaries, thus ſeparated 
and diſmembred from our Communion; ando influenced by  Fefuirs, 
arSedtaries,they draw others,as naturally as they are'deceived them- 
ſelves, into an ill opinion of onr Eſtabliſhed Religion 3 and-ſo they 
mmble- into Sets and Diviſions, according to the Humour or 
Fancy of the-Leader, or Founder z who all ſer up for chief Bnil- 
Gers: And though they differ one from another, yet all pretend 
ta draw their Model of Diſcipline from the ſame Standard of the 
Letter of the Goſpel; picking out:ſuch- Texts of : Scripture, ( far 
Materials in their Church-Government,) as. may beſt-ſuit their pe- 

| 4 aab5hd | 
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. Which Diſcipline thus fabricated by the Teacher, is fo obſcure, 
& he himfelf muſt be the only Oracle, and all his Hearers, muſt 
from. his Lips alone receive their knowledge 3 wherein they are 


.trer learning, but never. come to any certain ſerled knowledge of 


tle Truth, ſo as to:gronnd them: in the Fundamental Principles of 
Cariſtianity; contained in the - Lord's Prayer, the' Ten Command- 
nts, and the Apoſtles Creed > Whereby the generalityofthem are fo 
farfrom being diſpoſed'ever to return into our Communian, (unleds 
2 partial conformity;by diſpenſation from their Teacher,to qua- 
lfie themſelves to ſerve a Turnin an Office. for the: preſent, ) that 
Many of them. ( Zucefer-like.) are ſo) puft up. ( the natural fruit 
of the Serpent's Seed.) with an over: weening:Conceit of their own 
Way,v(as if it were the infallible;Qracle-:of /Txpih,):2bat. ral 
| B 2 u 
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ſock in with the very breath of their Teachers, a prejadice apainſt 
our Do@rine and Diſcipline eſtabliſhed, calling it Sreeple-Houfe 
Worſpip;,thongh that teaches and maintains the greateſt Tender 
nefs and Charity towards them, s. People miſguided, . and out of 
te way. ION 

And , "WEN lies the great: advantage of all our ſabtil Adverſaries, 
to gain and keep their Proſelytes, whether in Tn or Separation ; 
that they- are all 'ever heard of 'one fide ; for, Take heed how'you 
hear, is their mighty Caution- to-all their Diſciples 3 to which'we 
miy add, for fear of being undeceivea ;, as the chief. thing thereby 
deſigned by the Teacher. 

So that whatever they impoſe upon their Hearers, hath the is 
fluence of an Oracle, to gain Credit : And thereforeit is no wonder 
their Hearers ſhould be ſo averſe: from returning mto.our Commy- 
nion, when our -Worlſhip is by their Teachers repreſented but ava 
refined /aolatry, at the beſt. ' And to render their Arguments'the 
more prevailing upon the ignorant, who, like Children in the dark 
are naturally fearful, they cry up- in their Sermons, rhe Simplic 
of the Goſpel, and the pure unmixt Dofirine of our Saviour and ht 
Apoſtles ;; and the great danger of adding or diminiſhing tothe Letter 
of the Scriptures 1. Or partaking of any Ordinance of - Man's Invention, 
Allwhich, in- a right accepration, they know. very well, onr Ds. 
&rine and Diſcipline-do both allow and approve of, and moſt power 
fully excire tothe Belief and Practice of it.. - ©2115 2M 

But herein lies their Cumming, they know 'tis vain tor meddle. 
with our Dofrine ; for: that were to betray both their. Aalice-and 
their /gnoraxce together. | | | 

Therefore they endeayour to diſtinguiſh the Di/ciplive: fromy the 
Doftrine.of onr-.Church 3. and (to give themtheir. due,) they: ſolar 
approve of our Dofrine,' (. though'Vit:be- but to give the greater 
Credit to themſelves, ) that they endeavour to perſuade their Het 
rers, that- the. DoCtrine'of onr Church is one and.the ſame with: 
che Doctrine in every one of their private Congregations ; andthat 
they are all willing to be one with us in Do&rie, but they cannol 
comply with us in Diſciplize ; decrying That ay- a Superſtirious Form, 
and a Dead Letter, a Lazy Service; and-in\the moſt 'contemptible 
Language, in effect, vilifying it, as a Relitt of Popery, and Babylon 
Worſhip: And all to beget.in the Minds of the People a loathing di 
our Communion, ang a better Opinion of their own way ; where) 
they have hindred many Thouſands of well-meaning People: fro 
returning into it. But were thoſe People, and all. others who 
have forſaken our National Church, . once fo happy, as: to'think'll 
; worth their pains 3..and [ am/ſure. none can deny; -but'it is the&- 


_ ty of every Ghriſtian zo try all chings ſo fairly round Re 
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The Lay-man's Religion: 
Femporal' and Eternal Good: | ſay, if they would but once examine 
and.inform themſelves, and ſeriouſly ( with a pious and well dif- 
poſed Mind) read our publick eſtabliſhed Liturgy, and enquire into 


the Form, Nature and. Truth of every Part of. it, as (through the 
Grace of God, I have ſoberly and induſtriouſly done, for my own 


_ fatisfaCtion,) they. ſhall find (wirh me ) that they have beenmiſera- 


bly abuſed, deceived, and impoſed upon in all things wherein our 


Diſcipline hath been thus falſly, and moſt maliciouſly miſrepreſented 


to them,. and that they have.been led intoa moſt manifeſt 275[-per. 
ſuaſion, inſtead of Tr«th, by. ſeparating from it, or keepiog our 


-.; 


And that there is really more of Superſtition, as to laying, ſtreſs 
in any. outward Geſture, Rite, or Ceremony, inevery private Con- 
aregation, than is tobe found in our whole Dsſciphne, 

; And that upon. a due and-impartial examination, and comparing 
K with all others, there will not be found any other Serled or Eſta- 
bliſhed Religion,on the face of the Earth, ſo agreeable to the Divize 
Standard, as this Eſtabliſhed in Our National Church ; wherein 
the honeſt, humble,. and ſelt-denying Chriſtian, that ſincerely 
defires to. ſerve God acceptably, may ſooner and eafler find 
a Reſt. ro his Soul, (which: all ſeek , though in ſeveral: ways, ) 
and enjoy inward Peace, Content, and Satfattion in the knowledge, 
belief, and praftice of the Truth, by a conſcientious diſcharge.of 
his: Duty, to Goa, his Neighbour, and Himſelf. 

\ -And-as through the Grace.of God .abounding to me, .I have for 
theſe Ends examined and tried. all.,.. that 1 might embrace and 


hold to that which is: beſt , 1 judge my. ſelf obliged, in grateful 


and humbleThanks to God for:his infinite Mercy towards me here- 


. in; andas-the beſt Service I can do to. his Church,. to endeavour 


(-as far as:in- me lies) to:undeceive al] thoſe who have.been, and 
ſtill are ſo miſerably impoſed upon, by fabtil and falfe Teachers, 
as out. of. /gnorance, Pride, or. Prejudice, { tor: it muſt ariſe from 
one,) to have contemptible and low thoughts of this our Eſtabliſhed 
Religion : 1 ſay, that I may undeceive thoſe who. deſpile this, and ſo 
much cry: up and admire Extemporary Prayer, ( as-they ſtile it, )- 


Eſhall, in the ſimplicity of my heart, in the ſight of. God, humbly 


offer, as Truth,. to the_beſt of my Belief, ,what here follows, to - 
their ſerious Conſideration. 
That nothing in the whole World can be more od1ous in the- 
ſight of God, or pernicious and deſtructive to the Peace and Order 
of the Qhurch, or diſhonourable :to the Chriſtian Religion; than a: 
looſe, wild, extravagant-Speaking extemporarily to- the, holy Ma- 
jſty of Heaven, (called Praying by the Spirit,) by. weak,: or ſubtile - 
deſigning Perſons, under pretence of .extraordinary Gifts, as it God i 


TO”. 
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Almighty were to be courted, or prevailed upon, by a long Con- 


catenation of Sentences,or a continued variety of organical Expreſſions, 


from the Mouth of ſuch an Enthuſiaſtick Oracle ; when (in truth) 
all they utter is but a ſtock of ſtudied and acquired Expreſſions, de. 
ſignedly collef&ted from other Mens Labours, and their frequent 
Converſe with Men and Books : Whereby the greateſt Machiavilian 


Cheat in the World may ontdo the moſt pios, learned, and Orthodpy 


Preacher, though his Mifſion were immediately from God, by the 
inward holy' Anointing of the Spirit ; eſpecially as theſe extempo. 
rary praying Men, with indefatigable Induſtry, furniſh themſelyey 
with Expreſſions on all Occaſions, to tickle and pleaſe the itching 


Ears of their admiring Hearers: And too often, when they have ex. 
hauſted their Treaſure, (which is more or leſs, according to their _ 


ſeveral Capacities,) they hum and haw, and are at a loſs, and ne- 
ceſlitated to' make uſe of the next Words their empty Heads (thus 
at a Nonplus) afford them, to fill up their Diſcourſe with the time, 
WhereinlI fear they too often, notwithſtanding all their Skill, are 
forced to break off abruptly. Þ 


Now, how impoſſible it is for People of ſeveral Capacities, lear- 


ned and unlearned, Youth and Servants, ignorant and weak Women, 
(eſpecially ſuch as are diſpoſed to lift up their Souls to God with 
ſuch-a pious frame of Mind as becomes the Creature in theſe: holy 


Duties,) to keep pace with ſach an Grator in-this his rude, imme- - 
thodical, and incongruous Speaking,: I leave to holy, learned, and 


rational Men of all Perſuaſions to judge. Which muſt needs highly 
offend, and grieve (if not nanſeate) the Minds of the more know: 


ing and ſincere Chriſtians ; though it may, for the preſent, (as the 
Philoſophers were wont, with their Rhetorical and florid: Orato- 
ry, to win the Attention of their Auditors,) amuze and tickle the - 


Ears of the Ignorant and - Crednlons, who (not knowing better) 


are apt to admire their variety of Sounds and Tones, and their paſ- 


ſionate and quaint Expreſſions, (after a Jeſuitical Mode; ) though 
all they ſay, preſently vaniſhes like Muſick, and leaves no more Im- 


preſſion on the unſetled Mind, than the ſound of a Bell, other than 


an itching deſire of Hearing again (as it were) another Tune. *' 
And thus they may be ſaid to be diverted (not edified) with No- 
yelty, the Parent of Pleaſure, made up of a continued Variety; 
without any ſolid Reſt, or durable Satisfaftion, to the expecting 
and enquiring Mind of the Hearer. TFhs 
Which partial Aﬀection towards one, more than another, is cot- 


demned by St. Paul, in his firſt Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the 


Cormthians':- where he tells the Corinthians plainly, it was but from 


a carnal Principle in them, to declare themſelves more the peculiar 
Diſciples of Apolor, or of Cephas, or himſelf, than -of any other - 
| Naſs | 


Preacher of the Goſpel, 
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Nay, it we 2ppeal to the Experience of fifty Years paſt, (which 
we may call the Beginning, Progreſs, and Continuation of this our 
Babel-Worſhip,) we Ihall find that there was never, in any Age, a 
greater Delu4on, and more ſecret Miſchief hatched in a Govern- 
ment, than what hath been thus done and acted here, in this King- 
dom, by thoſe Pretenders to pray and preach by the Spirit. 

For hereby. the Tubrile Jeluit, who fo firſt laid the Foundation 
ig the Reign of King Fares the Firlt, under the Diſguiſe of a mean 
Artificer, (for they are all bred Handicratts-Men, as well as Ceafts- 
Maſters : ) And from his Example, the Celigning and undermining 
Sectary hath often_had opportunity. (whick they could never have 
otherwiſe gained) to exerciſe their Talent to the belt advantage in 
Separation and. Diviſion z and to ſpread all thoſe dangerous Opi- 
nio0s, .which have, from time to time, poiſoned the whole Nation, 
And when, in thoſe private. Congregations, they have moſt zealouſ- 
ly ſounded out Liberty of Conſcience, and. Preaching of the Goſpel 
from an inward Call, and Mifſton of the Spirit, they have then 
cried down as zcalouſly,, with the fame. Breath, all Humane Lear- 
ning, and Ordinationh of the Miniſtry, as a Super-Addition to our 
Saviour's Goſpel, and Man's Inyention ; whereby they endeavou- - 
red to remove all the Foundation of the firſt Principles in Religion, 


kid in the Minds of the Hearers, to make way for their own Buil- 


| 


u purſuit of Ambition, Worldly Deſign, and. ſeeking Dominion 


ding, and ſo to-gain. Credir and Applauſe with their Diſciples, who 
ey them. up for Men divinely infpired, of Revelation, and ex- 
traorGigary. Gifts z as immediately. ſent from Heaven; to convert 
the World. EE» 

And from hence it is, that their Hearers are put out of conceipt 
with all Method, Ocder,and Decency in Religious Worlhip, as Su- 
perſtition and 1dolatry ;,. and: ſo they naturally rail at, and deſpiſe 
the moſt holy, regular and Orthodox Clergy; and conſequently, 
our eſtabliſhed and ſetled Diſcipline in our Church. CO 

Now, what ſad: Effects: theſe. Methods and Praftices (wherein 
Religion -hath been thus-made a Stalking-horſe for worldly. Deſign). 
have produced in this Kingdom, we need no other Evidences, bur 
the Hiſtories of the late Times, and the diſmal Calamities we now 
groan under. ... 

And -as 1 have. thus. traced the original. Cauſe of Separation, 
from a Jeſuitical Improving the Offences given, not by any thing 
in our Religion it fJelf, but from what was firſt ated by tem- 
poral Rulers, . as they were ſteered by Jeſuits, and Popiſh In- 
tereits. And have allo endeavoured to ſhew how all our Divi- 
kons, Heats, and Animoſities-(though propagated under a colour: 
of Religion): have all fprupg, from the original Poiſon, of. Self-loye,, 
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and Rule, nnder the pretext of Liberty of Conſcience, and a diſguiſed 


Zeal for Reformation. And that:Debauchery, Profaneneſs and Immo. 


rality (though firſt ariſing from the evil Examples of 'Superiors, by 
plealing Baits of Indulgence, from Jeſuites, and Romiſh Emiſſaries, yet 
theyJhave been exceedingly increaſed,not only from the Scandal of a 
few of the Clergy, and vicious Members,but alſo from the Hypoctri- 
fie, Pride, and Ambition of Profeſſors of Religion in all Perfuations, 

* But that which hardens thoſe Perſons in their Wickedneſs, who 
do n6t. ſo much as, own-Religion in a viſible Profeſſion, and makes 
them turn praCical Atheiſts, in ſcoffing and deriding at all Reli- 
gion in general, is the many and various ways of ſeparate Wor. 
ſhip among us, under pfetence of greater Holineſs and Purity, 
with ſo little of the real Power of Godlineſfs, or Practice of Chri- 
ſtianity, Humility, Tenderneſs and Charity to be found in any of 


them: As if Religion conſiſted in nothing but Fig-leaves of Pro- 


feſſion, Diſputes between Profeſſors, railing at, and cenſuring of 
others, and: creeping into different Perſuaſions, from as differing 
Principles and Motives in the ſeveral Perſons, according to their 


_«diſtint Qualities ; ſuch as are poor to follow the Loaves, others 


to be Tradeſmen or Artificers to the Congregation, and the ſyb- 
tile Politicians to carry on their Ambition, and worldly Deſigns, 
by deſpoſing and continuing a Separation, under pretence of a pu- 
Ter Goſpel-Wotſhip z whereby the Honeſt, and Well meaning, 
who are willing to do or ſuffer any thing to be ſafe, are miſgui- 
ded, and impoſed upon by their ſubtile Leaders, to imagine 
Church-Members in ſuch a Perſuaſion have a greater ſhare in' the 
Saints Prayers and Privileges, and a better Title to what they poE- 
ſeſs of the good Things of this World, than others that are with- 
out, (or the Men of the World, as they ſtile them,) whom many: 


| of themeſteem to be but Uſurpers. And how far this differs from 


Popery, .let any be Judges, who are acquatated with the Doctrine 

and Principles of the Church of Rowe. 
Foraſmuch then as all ſeparate Congregations among us do agree, 
Nay rathes- to credir themſelves) do aſlert their Doctrine (which 1s 
the Subſtance in all Religion) to be one and the ſame with that eſta- 
bliſhed and taught in our National Church ; and none can deny the 
Diſcipline {or outward Mode). to be only the Shell or Shadow in 
Divine Worſhip, which may vary in things indifferent, according 
to Ulage in ſeveral Governments, from the beginning ' of the Re- 

formation, as the holy and learned Founders have there ſetled it ; 
who in every Country did eſtabliſh ſome uniform Way of publick | 
Diſcipline and Workhip, (annexed inſeparably to the Governwopy 
as the moſt likely Means to maintain and increafe Chriſtian Chat of 
ell 


and Unity among their Subjefts, the better to ſecure tlic 20 


| 


| 


'd&r in Governments required, . ©. rg wh ET 
And to. ſtop the Mouths of ſuch” as endeavour to. render ſuch 
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thejr fyreign Enemies. 1 ſay, that if we conſider theſe things,. we 
thallifipd,, that,all cur Quarre's, Diſputes and Heats have been more 


abovot the Shadow, then the Subſtance.of Religion. ' And tþat, tlioſe 


that have been moſt contentious, and made the greateſt noiſe, have - 


always, had. the leaſt (hare in the Kernel, Truth,” and - Goodveſs, 


whichare the viral parts of, Religion, 


- And therefore] very well approve of the Satyrical InveQtives of 
a modern Writer againft ſuch ſeeming ſanQified, Jeſaitical Politi- 
cians: and I conld wilh he would employ his Pen in the Anatomy 


of that infernat Science, ard expote it in its proper Charters, fo 


as to. render. it 04ious to the preſent Age eſpecially the practice 


' of thoſe deſigning State- Mountebanks, who make Religion a Stal- 
_king-horſe to ſerve their own turns in worldly Deſigns; and in- 


ſtead of exciting to the plain praftical. Duties of Chriſtianity, in 
living and doing well, in order to Happineſs,' do create and raiſe, 
Niceties and Scruples in the Minds of honeſt and well meaning Per: 
ſons, about the. outward Way: or Perſaaſion,, which is but the Sha- 
dow, in order to ſecrifice the Subſtance, by Separation, and dividing 
from our pubiick Communion, (at the belt; exchanging one Shadow 


for another ;) to cauſe Heats. and Animoſities (the natural. Conſe. 


quents of Separation) between Prafeſſors of different Perſuaſions, to 


the Scandal of Religion, and,Violation of Charity (the Cement of 


Chriſtianity Jamong Subjects inone Kingdom z who otherwiſe woutd: 
have continued in Harmony of Rearis, as well as Worſhip, holding. 
the Faith in the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond. of Peace; exem- 


Plified ip Holineſs, Sobriety, and Righteouſneſs, of Life., | 


Do. not hereby charge. all” Non-conforming Clergy , as, culpable 
herein; ( God forbid ;) for I am fully fatisfied there are m ny 


;reverend,, pious, and ſincere Chriſtians of that number.z who, have - 
;8reat yeneratibn for. our Eſtabliſhed Reſigion ; yet. have ſo far ey- 


ged themſelves intheir-different Perſuafions, as they judge them- 


ſelves uncapable (Salva Conſcjentia,) intirely to communicate with. 
us: without ſome accommodation in thoſe things which have hither- 
to, obſtrufted ſo. happy an Unian ; to ,which' it is well known.the : 
moſt holy. and. learned Farkiers of our Church hayebeen, and fill. 
are readily and moſt willingly inclived, if Tuch PPplic3ribn were : 


made, *as according to the decent Rules. of Civil and Relipious:Ot- 
E ; , | j CT I41 (ths 43% 14 


an Accommodation either unprCticable, * or impoſſible, who- 


ever ſhall read , and well.confider. the. 34h. Article of our Eſta-. 
(Mihe@ Religion, ray be fall faria 
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of God ; ſo they ever intended the Rites and Ceremonies, ( which 
are theShadow, or Cruſt and Shell of Divine Worſhip ) eſtabliſhed 


in our Church, ſhonld ( like the Laws of the Adedes and Perſians) 


be unalterable ; thereby declaring plzinly, that as thoſe Rites and 
Ceremonies might be changed, according to the diverſity of Coun. 
tries, Times, and Manners of Men ; ſocvery particular, or Nati- 
onal Church, ( not particular Parties, or private Judgments ) hath 


Authority to ordain;, change, or aboliſh ttiem ; ſo as all be doneto 


eaifying. | £ 
Tg. cannot be reaſonably ſuppoſed, ſuch an Eſtabliſhed Diſci- 
pline ( the alone Mediam of Unity, and the Nerves -and Sinews of 
all Government, ) ſhould be ſo from time to time changed, much 
leſs aboliſhed, to gratifie every Leader or Founder of a Seft, or 
different Perſuaſion, that ſeparates fromour Publick Communion, 
into Gathered Churches, Soar gh on never ſo ſpecious Pretences, ) 
no more than may be reaſonably required of a Maſter of a Family 
to alter the Oeconomy of his Houſhold, to gratifie the humour of 
every petulant Servant, or of Magiſtrates in Corporations, to en- 
danger the Peace and Safety of their Civil Eſtabliſhed Government, 
by a change or alteration therein, only to remove or prevent the 
Murniurs or Complaints of every diſcontented Citizen, that through 
Ignorance, Interelt, or Deſign, ſhall ſcruple, or refuſe to comply 
with the Rules and Orders made long before they were there Inha- 
bitants, for the Safety and well-being of the Place. Every reaſo- 
nable and unbyaſſed Perſon,that ſhall ſeriouſly conſider theſe things, 
and well weigh the Conſequence of it, muſt neceſſarily conclude, 
that ſuch a Condeſcention in Superiors herein, would quickly un- 
hinge all Goyernment, and turn all ſetled Order in the beſt Con- 
fitution in the Wortd, into Anarchy and Confuſion. 
How infinitely happy then would it be for this Bingdom, if all 
that are Men of Learning and Parts, and every way fitly qualified 
for their high and holy Calling, (to whoſe Judgment | humbly ſub- 
mit the conſideration of theſe great and growing Evils, ) would 
Jabour after ſuch an Accommodation,in fo facred and weighty Af- 
fairs; that they might all, as Fellow-Labourers, join hep 
moting, and endeaveuring after ſo defirable 4. Blefling, as 'Harmoi 
in.Divine Worlhip.z the only Means to heal our Diviſions, avdet- 
feTt an nniverſal Reformation of Manners among us. ' *.. ©. 
- Foras it is moſt plain, Separation was the original” Cauſe, and 
hath increaſed all our Miſeries ; ſo nothing but Union can heal and 
clfeCt our Cure. 3 Ries FI 
 'Godgrant all their Majeſties Subjes may approve theinſelves 
herein as worthyMembers of ſuch a Communion,(in order thetets,) 


- by following the Royal Pattern and Example of our "Soveteipn, 


and chicf Member himſelf, now on the Throne. But 4 
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But after all, I would be fo underſtood, ( 3s I have plainly in the 
frſt Part already declared, that I do nat aim at (in any thing 1 
have ſaid ) the leaſt Abridgment of that honeſt and innocent Libey- 
yof Conſcience , ( the Chriſtian's Birthright, ) which all ought ro 
have and enjoy 3, who, from Education, or Miſ-perſuaſion, cannot 
conform to our Eſtabliſhed Diſcipline ; but do deſire and endeavour 
to live peaceably under the Government in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
But ſtill 1 ſay, it is both equal and juſt, that till ſuch Perſons ſhall 
be ſo rightly informed, and convinced in their Judgments, as to 

conform 10 our Religion eſtabliſhed, they ought to becontent with ſuch 
Liberty of Conſcience and Indulgence as the Law allows them, and 
not to make it a Stalking-horſe to ſerve their Worladly Intereſt or De- 

; for it is from Lucifer, and not from Heaven, if they aſpire af- 

ter, or attempt to ſhare in the Government,upon any other Terms. 
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